	Teenage Pregnancy Strategy: Beyond 2010

Consultation Response Form

The closing date for the consultation is: 20 May 2010

Your comments must reach us by that date.
	[image: image49.jpg]department for
children, schools and families






	


[image: image1.png]




THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online response facility available on the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website (http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations).
The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Name
	Ian Marratt



	Organisation (if applicable)
	National Childminding Association

	Address:
	National Childminding Association
Royal Court
81 Tweedy Road
Bromley
BR1 1TG



If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact the Department on:

Telephone: 0870 000 2288

e-mail: info@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
If your enquiry is related to the DCSF e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can contact the Consultation Unit by e-mail: consultation.unit@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk 

or by telephone: 0870 000 2288.

Please mark an X in the box below that best describes you as a respondent.
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	Local Authority: strategic/commissioning
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	Local Authority: frontline professional/practitioner
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	NHS: strategic/commissioning
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	NHS: front line professional/practitioner
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	Government Office
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	Strategic Health Authority
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	Local Strategic Partnership
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	Elected Member
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	Voluntary and community sector
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	School
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	FE/ 6th form college/work based learning provider
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	Work based learning provider

	X 
	National/Professional Org
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	Other
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	Please Specify:

The National Childminding Association (NCMA) is the only national charity and membership organisation that represents home-based childcare in England and Wales, delivered by registered childminders and nannies, with approximately 43,000 members. 

We promote quality home-based childcare so that children, families and communities can benefit from the best in childcare and education. Working in partnership with Government, Ofsted, local authorities, children’s centres, extended schools and other childcare organisations, we aim to ensure that every registered childminder has access to services, training, information

and support to enable them to provide a professional service. NCMA offers to work with all local authorities across England (and Wales). 

We also aim to ensure that everyone who supports registered childminding has access to the information, training and support they need.



	


Section 2: Why teenage pregnancy matters and what works.
Q1)
 How has teenage pregnancy been prioritised in your area?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q2)
Have there been any challenges in prioritising work on teenage pregnancy?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q3)
How are you joining work on reducing teenage pregnancy and supporting teenage parents with your local priorities?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Section 3: Knowledge and skills
Q4)
What are your local actions to improve children and young people's knowledge and skills on relationships and sexual health through: SRE in schools, FE, parents,  and the wider workforce?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q5)
 How are you measuring the impact this has had?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q6)   Are there any national actions that could be taken to help you accelerate progress on improving children and young people's knowledge and skills on relationships and sexual health? 
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q7)
What existing local arrangements for involving young people could be used to ensure the SRE - in schools and other settings - are meeting their needs?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Section 4: Contraception
Q8 
What are your local actions to improve sexually active young people's access to effective contraception and condoms?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q9)
What are your local actions to improve sexually active young people's use of effective contraception and condoms?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q10)
 Are there any national actions that could be taken to help you accelerate progress on improving young people’s access to and use of effective contraception and condoms?    
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q11)
What existing local arrangements for involving young people could be used to ensure local contraceptive and sexual health services are meeting their needs?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Section 5: Early support for young people most at risk
Q12)
What is working well on early identification and support for young people at risk of pregnancy?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q13)
Is CAF being systematically used?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q14)
How are you measuring impact of early intervention and support for young people most at risk of pregnancy?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Section 6: Supporting Teenage Parents
Q15)
What are your local priority actions to improve outcomes for teenage mothers and young fathers?
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	Comments:

Choosing childcare is one of the most important decisions parents and families make. NCMA believe the Teenage Pregnancy Strategy: Beyond 2010

should address the support which teenage parents could receive if they choose home-based childcare.
Around 300,000 children are cared for by registered childminders, making home-based childcare the second most popular form of formal childcare in England and Wales. Each day they care for the children of working and student parents, including disabled children, children with additional requirements, babies and pre- and school-age children.

Registered childminders and nannies offer a personalised, responsive, flexible approach to childcare that allows each child to develop a close relationship with their adult carer, and meets the individual needs of children, parents and families.

To ensure that all young parents are able to choose home-based childcare NCMA support the development of a Quality Improvement Childminding Network in every local authority. Approximately 70 per cent of local authorities currently have a network. The benefits of having a network have been outlined in the Department for Children, Schools and Families Quality Improvement Childminding Networks Model Guidance which is currently under consultation.

Providers taking part in quality assurance schemes are much more likely to be graded “good” or “outstanding” by Ofsted.  Of the proportion that are participating in a quality scheme, 87 percent are either good or outstanding, compared with 64 percent of those who are not members. 

The NCMA membership survey data from February 2009 also shows that members who are involved in some kind of quality assurance scheme (primarily networks) are more likely to have achieved “outstanding” grades in their inspection: 10 per cent achieved “outstanding,” compared with three per cent achieving “outstanding” among those who are not involved in any form of quality assurance scheme.

Networks facilitate flexible placement lengths, wraparound care, atypical and unusual hours, joining up placements in childcare, and school and specialist services for disabled children and their families. They can ensure there is suitable care for the children of teenage parents so they can return to school or training; provide respite care and family support to families "in need" e.g. those with complex family needs or during times of crisis; and provide community childminding for families with particular needs.

Furthermore, access to networks gives parents the opportunity to choose registered childminders to deliver the free entitlement for three and four year olds and therefore benefit from support by Government with the cost of childcare.
NCMA would be happy to provide case study details for inclusion in the forthcoming strategy document. They would outline details of how registered childminders working with young parents are successfully supported families back into training or work.
Details of two successes from the NCMA Teen Parent Project in Lincolnshire follow.
NCMA Teen Parent Project Lincolnshire

The Teen Parent Project was launched on October 9th 2006 with an aim to increase the number of young parents returning to school and education by supporting them to find registered childminders to care for their children. The project is delivered by NCMA in partnership with Tackling Teenage Pregnancy (TTP).

Often the daunting task of juggling the challenges of parenting, childcare and returning to school or college is unsurprisingly too much for some young parents. 

The project supports young parents every step of the way to find a registered childminder who gives them the confidence they need to return to their place of learning. We offer a home visit to discuss childcare needs and options, accompanied visits to up to three childminders locally that match the needs of the parent concerned and continued support once the care is in place. 

Young parents under the age of 20 years returning to education and learning are eligible for Care to Learn to pay for their childcare. 

To date there are 25 childminders working with young parents across the county.
There have been 40 referrals to the service which has successfully helped 18 young parents back to education.
Two of those young parents are supported by Registered childminders Sarah Smith and Sharon Barkle. This is what they have to say about working with young parents.

Registered Childminder Sarah Smith talks about caring for Summer the daughter of teenage mum Louise……
“I have been caring for ‘Summer’ for the last 8 months following a call from Deborah Manton at the Teen Parent Project. I am happy to say that I am glad that I did this as Summer is a lovely, lively and happy little girl. 
“Louise was a little shy when I first started caring for Summer and would not ask for help or advice regarding Summer but I am happy to say that now Louise is very open with me and will speak to me about anything regarding Summer and her care.  
“This for me has been very rewarding and has been an experience that I have enjoyed all the way, I did not realise how hard it was for Louise to cope as a teen mum and also continue with her education but with help and support from both myself and Lynne (her mother), Louise has turned a corner and is a happy teen mum with a baby.

“Lynne and Louise cannot praise me enough for the care and hard work that I put in whilst looking after Summer and they did not realise that there were people like myself who can help families like Louise’s.  Lynne is always approachable and like Louise will ask me for help and advice and when things have got a little tough for Louise, Lynne has asked if I will speak to Louise and I have happily done so.  It will be a sad day when Summer leaves me and both Louise and Lynne have said they don't know what they will do without me”.

Sharon Barkle started caring for Alisha in August 2007. This is what Alishas mum Lucy and Sharon said about their experiences

Registered Childminder Sharon Barkle says…………

 “I feel I have helped and encouraged Lucy to continue with her studies by caring for Alisha whether Lucy is at school or studying at home during the holidays. Whilst Alisha is in my care Lucy doesn’t have the added pressure of caring for her daughter’s needs whilst trying to study”

Parent Lucy says…………..

 “Alisha is always very happy to see Sharon, when she hears Sharon knocking on the door to collect her she starts giggling as she knows where she is going”.
 “Sharon has a considerate and caring attitude to parents and children and I can see that she truly loves children and her job”. 
“I really appreciate having Sharon as it helps me to do my school work, knowing Alisha is happy”.



	


Q16)
Are there any national actions that could be taken to help you accelerate progress?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q17)
What existing local arrangements for involving teenage mothers and young fathers could be used to ensure local support services are meeting their needs?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Section 7: Ensuring effective delivery
Q18)
What are the local levers for improving delivery of the teenage pregnancy strategy and how do we make maximum use of them?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q19)
What level of local progress in reducing teenage pregnancy do you feel is realistic but ambitious?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Q20)
Are there aspects of the Strategy which you feel need strengthening?
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	Joint commissioning of services to deliver the teenage
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	pregnancy strategy
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	Sharing and effective use of data :SRE in schools
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	SRE in FE colleges
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	Improving access to effective contraception and condoms
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	Improving sexually active young people’s use of effective contraception and condoms



	[image: image42.png]



	Workforce training on SRE
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	Support for parents
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	Embedding teenage pregnancy actions into early identification and IYSS
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	Supporting teenage parents
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	Comments:



	


Q21)
What current external support do you find helpful in delivering effective work on teenage pregnancy?
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	Comments:

Not applicable


	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply X
Here at the Department for Children, Schools and Families we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?

	X Yes
	[image: image48.png]


No



All DCSF public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.

If you have any comments on how DCSF consultations are conducted, please contact Donna Harrison, DCSF Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 01928 794304 / email: donna.harrison@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 20 May 2010

Send by post to:

Consultation Unit
Area 1a
Castle View House
East Lane
Runcorn
Cheshire
WA7 2GJ

Send by e-mail to: TeenagePregnancy.STRATEGY@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk 

