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The Gail Hall Memorial Fund

Gail Hall was a Training and Development Officer for NCMA’s Hounslow Project in the Greater London Region. She was a valuable member of the team and created many training opportunities for childminders within the borough. Sadly, Gail passed away in May 2001. NCMA set up the Gail Hall Memorial Fund as a tribute to her enthusiasm and commitment.

The fund now offers bursaries to members of NCMA with a minimum of two years’ membership enabling them to undertake training in caring and working with disabled children and children with special educational needs/additional requirements. The fund supports NCMA members who wish to receive training in, for example:

· working with disabled children;

· the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice;

· using British Sign Language or Makaton to support children and parents;

· how to carry out specific medical procedures with a child.

The fund may also support members who wish to attend other relevant training courses on disability equality.
The fund panel will consider all forms of training related to caring and working with disabled children and children with special educational needs/additional requirements including distance-learning courses. The fund will not cover childcare costs, loss of income, travel or resources. 
On completion of any training funded by the Gail Hall Memorial Fund, and to continue your professional development, the panel will consider further applications for bursaries six months after completion of the original course. 
Please note that bursaries are not available for the Diploma in Home-based Childcare (DHC); Level 3 Diploma for the Children and Young People’s Workforce (CYPWD); National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs); training related to Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework; Flying Start or Foundation Phase in Wales; First-aid training, or NCMA’s Annual Conference.
Completing the application form

You can either:

· print out the form and complete it by hand, using black ink. Send your form to: Sue Waterman, Administrator Gail Hall Memorial Fund, NCMA, Royal Court, 81 Tweedy Road, Bromley, Kent BR1 1TG;

· or type your responses in the boxes below and email the form to ghmf@ncma.org.uk. 

To enable the panel to reach a decision, all sections of the application form must be completed in full, providing as much information as possible including evidence of the course content and costs. Incomplete forms may delay your application. 

If a bursary is awarded, payment will be made direct to the college or provider (we will need you to supply details). On completion of the course, applicants will need to provide confirmation of attendance signed by the tutor.
	Remember, your application will only be considered if you 
have been a member of NCMA for at least two years.


 Gail Hall Memorial Fund application form

  Please complete in black ink.

	Title
	

	First name
	

	Surname
	

	Address
	

	Postcode
	

	Telephone number
	

	Alternative telephone number
	

	Email
	

	NCMA membership number
	                                How long have you been a

                                            Member of NCMA?  

	Where did you hear about the Gail Hall Memorial Fund?
	Who Minds? magazine               FORMCHECKBOX 

Development Worker                  FORMCHECKBOX 

Other – please give details         FORMCHECKBOX 



	How long have you been a registered childminder or nanny?
	

	I am currently providing childcare

	Full time         FORMCHECKBOX 
                           Part time        FORMCHECKBOX 

Number of children I care for:

who are under five                         _____

who are between six and eight      _____

who are eight or more                    _____


	I wish to apply for funding to help me undertake training/professional development. 

	Signed
	
	Date
	


	Name the course you wish to attend 
	

	Name the organisation or professional providing the training.
	

	Give the training date and venue.


	

	How much does the training cost? For distance learning courses, include any post and packaging costs if applicable
	


	Have you attended any other relevant accredited courses?
	Yes         FORMCHECKBOX 
                       No           FORMCHECKBOX 

Please list these



	Please explain why you would like to undertake this training.

	


Please note: funding is not available for workshops, training resources or travel.
Send your completed application form to:

Sue Waterman
Administrator, Gail Hall Memorial Fund

NCMA

Royal Court

81 Tweedy Road

Bromley

Kent BR1 1TG

Or email your completed application form to ghmf@ncma.org.uk.   

Remember to include evidence of the course content and costs.

Your application will be considered by a panel of NCMA’s senior volunteers, who are advised by the Director of Membership. The panel meets regularly to consider applications and informs all applicants of funding decisions within two weeks of receipt of their application. Applications are accepted throughout the year and requests for funding are considered on an individual basis.
If after six months from the date the funding was agreed you have not taken up the course, the funding offer will be withdrawn and you will need to reapply.
If your application is successful, it is a condition of the bursary that you send a short summary by email or letter about your training on completion, along with a copy of an attendance certificate or completed participation record signed by your tutor.  If these are not received, it may jeopardise you receiving further funding.
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