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Parental permissions

The following set of permission forms isn’t comprehensive but will help you start to think about the types of permission you need to obtain from parents. NCMA has put together forms for the following:

· routine outings

· transporting children in a vehicle

· sun protection cream application

· observations

· garden play equipment

· pre-arranged alternative care

· photo permission.

Some of these permissions previously appeared on NCMA’s contracts and you can now use this form in conjunction with your NCMA contracts. Each slip has space for two parents/guardians to sign.

Notes on permission for emergency medical assistance or treatment

A parental permission form for childminders to seek emergency medical assistance or treatment is included in NCMA’s Accident, Incident and Medication Record Folder.

Notes on the photo permission form

There are many occasions when you may want to take photographs of the children you care for, whether you are planning to use the photos for coursework, send them to Who Minds?, NCMA’s membership magazine, or simply put them in your own album.

A representative from the Children’s Legal Centre has told NCMA that there is no legal requirement to get parents’ permission before taking photographs of their children, but that it would be good practice to do so. NCMA has also been advised that anyone using photos of children should not put children’s full names and other identifying information alongside their photographs when they appear in publications and training course assignments, although, again, there is no law specifically prohibiting this.

However, when taking digital photographs, even if they are printed and then the files are destroyed, you will be required to notify with the Information Commissioner’s Office as a data controller. You can do this online at http://www.ico.gov.uk/what_we_cover/data_protection/notification.aspx 
Wherever possible, it would be best practice to get both parents’ permission before taking photographs of children. It is also advisable to check whether any publication, college or course provider you are submitting photographs to have their own guidelines governing the use of photographs of children.

If you sometimes take video footage of the children you care for, it is advisable to create and use a separate permission form for this.

Whilst every effort has been taken to ensure that the information provided is accurate and up to date, NCMA will not be held responsible for any loss, damage or inconvenience caused as a result of any inaccuracy, error or omission. To access the most up to date information on home based childcare please visit the Ofsted website at www.ofsted.gov.uk.                                   

We authorise users to view and download NCMA’s materials only for personal, non-commercial use. You must keep the copyright, trademark or other notices contained in the original material on anything that you download and these should not be altered in any way. Materials should not be reproduced without the prior written consent of NCMA. Materials should not be altered or used in a misleading context. 

Routine outings with the childminder permission

I/we agree for the child named below to go on routine outings with the childminder named below.

	Child’s name 
	

	Childminder’s name
	

	Childminder’s signature
	

	Date
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	

	Date 
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	


Pre-arranged alternative care permission

I/we agree for the child named below to be cared for by another registered childminder in a one-off situation for a maximum of one day, on the following date [insert date].

I/we understand this is not for an emergency situation but for occasions when the contracted childminder has an appointment (for example, at the hospital or dentist), or a family commitment.

I/we agree that we will pay for childminding under the terms of the contracted childminder’s existing contract with me/us and that I/we will pay for the additional sub-contracted childminding cost at the price of £[insert fee] per hour.

	Child’s name
	

	Childminder’s name
	

	Childminder’s signature
	

	Date
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	

	Date 
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	

	Date 
	


Sun protection cream application permission

I/we agree for sun protection cream to be applied to the below-named child by the childminder named below.

	Child’s name
	

	Childminder’s name
	

	Childminder’s signature
	

	Date
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	

	Date 
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	


Observation permission

I/we understand that ongoing observations will be undertaken of the child named below, to follow and assess their development, in order to support the childminder in working towards any qualifications. These may be in the form of written statements, photographs/videos or tape recordings.

	Child’s name
	

	Childminder’s name
	

	Childminder’s signature
	

	Date
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	

	Date 
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	

	Date 
	


Outdoor play equipment permission

I/we agree for the child named below to use play equipment in gardens, parks or playgrounds while in the care of the childminder named below. 

	Child’s name
	

	Childminder’s name
	

	Childminder’s signature
	

	Date
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	

	Date 
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	

	Date 
	


Transporting in a vehicle permission

I/we agree for the child named below to be transported in a vehicle with the childminder named below.

	Child’s name
	

	Childminder’s name
	

	Childminder’s signature
	

	Date
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	

	Date 
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	


Photo permission

I/we give permission for the childminder named below, or a person nominated by the childminder, to take photos (including those taken on a mobile phone or similar device) of the above-named child for the reasons I/we have indicated below:

(to record the child(ren)’s daily routine

(to record the child(ren)’s development
(to share with the child’s parents

(the childminder’s own album

(the childminder’s coursework 

(the childminder’s promotional literature

(the childminder’s website

(NCMA’s websites
(NCMA publications, such as Who Minds?

(other publications, such as the local newspaper

(other organisations’ websites

(childminding network publicity/displays

(childminding network website

(promotional literature of other organisations (such as the local

(childminding group or childminding network)

(other reasons specified by the childminder in the box below.
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*Any photos stored electronically will be stored securely and deleted when the above named child is no longer in the childminder’s care.

	Child’s name
	

	Childminder’s name
	

	Childminder’s signature
	

	Date
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	

	Date 
	

	Parent(s)’ name
	

	Parent(s)’ signature
	

	Date 
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